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  Instructional Technology Update 

 
Last month, I wrote about how the No Child Left Behind Act, Missouri School Improvement 
Program, Missouri Education Technology Strategic Plan, and enhancing Missouri’s Instructional 
Networked Teaching Strategies (eMINTS) Program all stress focusing resources on programs 
and practices that result in improved teaching and learning. Proper planning is and always has 
been a key ingredient for school success. It is increasingly critical in these times of tight coffers.  

 
As you likely are aware, the technology budget for next year received a significant cut, of over $5 
million.  Fortunately, though, districts will be able to recuperate some of the losses through the 
new federal technology program and provisions in specific Title programs that allow for funds 
transferability. With these new opportunities also come new challenges and responsibilities. 
Districts must decide priorities in meeting their comprehensive school improvement plans and 
then budget and act accordingly. If technology is valued as an effective tool, it will be embedded 
in the district’s CSIP and, therefore, included in the district’s budget.  
 
As professional educators, we all need to be taking stock – How is technology integrated into our 
national, state, district, and/or school improvement plan? How effective is our long-range 
technology plan in supporting planned improvements? With the Title IID requirement that districts 
must address these kinds of questions and develop appropriate technology plans by June 30, 
2003, district administrators and education technology leaders need to act now!  - Deb 
 
Instructional Technology Grant Programs and Contracts 
 
State Technology Grants  
The House and Senate Conference committee appropriated $13,969,696 to support the 
Technology Grants program, which includes the Technology Acquisition (TAG), Interactive 
Distance Learning (IDL), Computers for Schools, Technology Network (TNP), and eMINTS 
programs. [This amount equals 73% of what was appropriated for this year and 62% of the $21.1 
million appropriated in FY00 when programs were fully funded.] As for the VIDEO Program, it was 
itemized in the budget but no new money will be appropriated. 
 
State allocations are already subject to the Governor’s 3% withholding. While there may be 
additional cuts, we offer the following information to help schools plan, budget and apply for FY03 
grants: 
??VIDEO applications are on hold until further notice 
??IDL applications for a second year of implementation are due June 15.  
??TAG applications will be accepted through September 15.  

o While the TAG application uses the current (100%) funding formula, the 
appropriated funds will only support 77 percent of the total amount.  

o Grants will have July 1, 2002, “substantially approved” dates. Districts may start 
encumbering funds on July 1, but are cautioned to spend no more than 70% of 
their allocation just in case there are additional cuts.  

o Note that, for this year only, districts may encumber FY03 TAG funds prior to July 
1 if necessary to participate in the state contract program for Internet filtering.  

 
TNP and eMINTS Programs 
The state education technology appropriation also affects the Department’s contract with 
MOREnet to administer the TNP and eMINTS programs. Please note the changes below for 
FY03.  
 
TNP – The application packet for FY03 was distributed earlier this month. With the tight budget, 
districts should note that the annual user fees will not be discounted this year. Applications (and 
assurances) must be returned to MOREnet. Districts not in compliance with CIPA will be 



assessed for the lost e-rate discount, at the rate of $1070 per T1 connection. For more 
information visit http://www.more.net/programs/k12tnp/. 
 
eMINTS – The FY01 class of teachers will be graduating, leaving training slots open for 
approximately 50 districts and 100 teachers. Applicants from new districts will receive priority. We 
anticipate being able to approve ~40 districts with Title II funding. [See federal funding section 
below.]  The remaining slots (training only slots) are open to established eMINTS districts wanting 
to expand. MOREnet reports that 12 applications were submitted. Also available, with 
applications due June 10, is the eMINTS Professional Development for Educational Technology 
Specialist (PD for ETS) program, to help empower school districts to effectively implement the 
eMINTS comprehensive professional development program. 
For more information visit http://emints.more.net/. 
 
Federal Education Technology Grants  
TLCF – FY02 TLCF projects are funded through September 30; however, recipients can submit 
FERs prior to September if funds have been expended. FERs are to be submitted online and are 
due no later than October 15. 
 
Title IID Formula Grants -- If you attended one of the Federal Grants Management (FGM) 
workshops, you know that the FGM section will handle the approval of the Title II D formula 
grants, with IID part of the FGM consolidated application. However, the responsibility for 
monitoring and assisting districts in becoming compliant with the new program guidelines will rest 
with the Instructional Technology section.  When completing the formula grant application, 
districts will be referred to their state TAG grant application. The TAG now addresses the district’s 
consolidated technology efforts. This information will help us determine how technology is being 
addressed in the district and with what funding sources. Note that both grant programs have a 
professional development requirement.  
 
FY 2003 Competitive Grants – Missouri’s Title II D competitive funds will be used to expand 
eMINTS into additional districts. 74 districts have applied. A panel of 20 readers from across the 
state will evaluate these applications, June 5-6.  Approval will be based on the merit of the written 
application (50%), high-need statistics (30%), and on technology need statistics (20%).  
Geographic area and slots available will also determine approval. Districts should receive 
notification of their status (tentatively approved or not approved) by around June 24. 
 
Census of Technology 
Because of technical glitches, the Census (collected during the April cycle of core data) was 
extended through May. Approximately 494 districts have completed their data entry. The 
Instructional Technology section expresses its thanks to these districts. We realize the extra 
hardships encountered this year and appreciate the extra time and effort taken to provide us with 
this valuable information. COT data are used for various purposes, to help set and monitor state 
and national goals, secure funding, and guide future programs and services. 
 
Missouri Distance Learning Survey 
This spring, Missouri’s secondary schools were asked to complete a survey to help the 
Department get a clearer understanding of the nature and scope of distance learning across the 
state. Forms were returned from 304 school buildings, with 125 of the buildings reporting 
participation in distance learning programs. Some of the findings include: 
??102 buildings indicate being a member of an I-TV/IDL consortium 
??97 buildings report having a district/building I-TV/IDL coordinator 
??Polycom is the prevalent Codec, with M3 or dedicated T1 connectivity and H.323 network 

protocol 
??2067 students are participating in 347 courses during the 2001-2002 school year 

o 105 foreign language courses (74 in Spanish) 
o   74 social studies 
o   61 mathematics 



o   48 communication arts 
o   44 science 

??89 buildings report receiving courses (49 from districts and 42 from a college or 
university) while only 26 report originating courses 

??two-way I-TV is the prevalent delivery mode  
??courses are taken primarily for high school and/or dual credit, with only 3 for Advanced 

Placement 
??two-thirds of respondents report that teachers who offer distance learning courses 

receive training; with teachers from other schools, local staff members, or vendors as the 
predominant types of trainers being used  

??165 buildings report that technology limits their participation in distance learning 
o 146 do not have I-TV classroom equipment 
o   52 do not have sufficient technical support / staff 
o   38 need additional computer hardware and/or peripherals 
o   33 need I-TV equipment upgrades 
o   27 do not have sufficient bandwidth  

??distance learning needs / interests for next year closely mirror current-year statistics (in 
terms of course titles, providers, credit type and delivery mode) 

 
E-rate Program and Internet Filtering Requirement 
E-rate  
Year 2002 – The SLD will issue the fourth wave of letters for Funding Year 2002 on Monday, 
June 3, 2002.  This wave commits over $61.5 million in more than 2,550 letters to schools and 
libraries. Funding only applies for PRIORITY ONE services (telecommunications services Internet 
access). Those eligible for discounts below 80% are advised that their requests for internal 
connections will be denied due to insufficient funds. Uncertainty still exists about requests at the 
80% to 89% discount rates. Additional waves will be issued every other week until the process in 
complete. For more information regarding funding data and the e-rate program, visit 
http://www.sl.universalservice.org .  
 
CIPA Ruling – A three-judge panel has ruled that the CIPA statute is unconstitutional and violates 
the First Amendment.  Note that this decision applies only to public libraries.  The Federal 
Communications Commission and the Schools and Libraries Division are working to provide the 
needed clarification for applicants on how exactly they will respond to this ruling.  We are still 
waiting on guidance on how this directly impacts e-rate processes and forms for libraries.   
 
The judges stated that "we are constrained to conclude that the library plaintiffs must prevail in 
their contention that CIPA requires them to violate the First Amendment rights of their patrons, 
and accordingly is facially invalid," the three-judge panel sitting in the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania ruled Sections 1712(a)(2) and 1721(b) of the Children's Internet Protection Act to 
be facially invalid under the First Amendment and permanently enjoined the government from 
enforcing those provisions. For more information on the ruling see 
http://www.paed.uscourts.gov/documents/opinions/02D0415P.HTM .  
 
Internet Filtering – Districts wanting to participate in the World Wide Technology (WWT) contract 
were to submit their POs to WWT by May 15. Approximately 150 districts had indicated their 
willingness to participate; however, not all have submitted their POs. At this time, it is likely that 
the state subsidy will reduce these prices by another 90-95 percent. 
 
Education Technology Plans 
As mentioned before, state educational agencies and local districts are required to have board-
adopted and state-adopted technology plans that address the new federal technology goals. Title 
II D program guidelines state that districts can be given one year to meet this requirement. The 
next review of district technology plans is scheduled for April 2003.  Districts that use our 
technology planning web site and address the scoring criteria will meet the new federal 
requirements and the state technology plan. All districts are encouraged to review the state plan 



and the scoring guide to identify areas where the district plans needs to be updated. The state 
plan, planning assistance, scoring guide, and other information is available on our web site at 
http://www.dese.state.mo.us/divimprove/instrtech . 
 
 

  Technology Counts 2002 
http://www.edweek.com/tc02/ 

 
The fifth edition of Education Week’s annual 50-state report on educational technology examines 
trends and issues surrounding e-learning. “E-Defining Education: The 2002 report, How Virtual 
Schools and Online Instruction Are Transforming Teaching and Learning” covers proven state 
and district programs and describes how e-learning initiatives are changing the education 
landscape.  
 

  Technology Education: Now is the time! 
--By Ina P. Montgomery, M.Ed. President and Chief Technology Officer of Innovative Productions  
 
In the last issue of Newsline, Deborah Sutton stated that the No Child Left Behind act 
“encourages districts to consolidate efforts and funds to support research-based programs and 
strategies that improve student achievement.”  Furthermore she advised that the Missouri School 
Improvement Program (MSIP) reviews school curriculum to ensure that state standards, district 
goals, instructional strategies, assessment activities, and professional development needs are 
met. 

 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) act is an excellent opportunity for schools to “catch up” on 
establishing their technology programs.  Honestly put, some schools throughout Missouri are not 
as technologically sound as they should be.  There are still some schools throughout the state 
that are not wired for Internet access, do not have computers in the classroom and do not have 
computer labs.  The effective use of technology requires a significant investment in hardware, 
software, infrastructure, professional development, and support services. 

 
The NCLB act is committed to the utilization of technology for student achievement.  The primary 
goal of Title II D is to improve student academic achievement through the use of technology in 
elementary schools and secondary schools.  However, if your school does not have the 
technology in place or a plan to implement an effective program then your school is not properly 
preparing its students to compete in this knowledge economy. 

 
In this 21st Century, students are very technologically inclined.  Students are eager to learn about 
the sophisticated aspects of technology along with the accompanying technology tools, hardware 
and software.  Students realize that they live in a ‘point and click’ culture where a sound 
technology education expands their career opportunities regardless of the path they choose.  
Students realize that technology is present is all career fields.  It is our responsibility as educators 
to properly educate and equip students with technology skills, which allow them to be competitive 
in this global marketplace. 

 
When technology is used as a tool in the classroom, students are learning skills that will help 
them both in school and in the workplace.  Technology engages students in the learning process.  
It helps them to develop skills and remain motivated.  In a technology-rich classroom, instruction 
often involves the use of problem-based learning, Internet research, computer-mediated 
communication, online dialogue about curriculum-related textbooks and resources, and 
multimedia projects in a variety of disciplines. Moreover, technology provides another opportunity 
for standards-based instruction. 

 
The name of this act, No Child Left Behind, is very appropriate.  There is no reason why any 
school should leave a child behind in regards to technology education.  Title II D Funding for 



technology is titled ‘Enhancing Education Through Technology.’  The word ‘Enhancing’ indicates 
that there should already be something in place.  If your school does not have a technology plan 
or technology program in place then now is the time to act.  If you have an existing program and 
you would like to enhance the hardware, software, infrastructure, professional development, and 
support services then take advantage of this funding. 

 
Local districts will have one year to have board-adopted and state-adopted technology plans that 
address the new federal technology goals of the NCLB Title II D act.  Now is the time to take 
advantage of this opportunity to get your technology program at a level that will benefit your 
school, students, teachers and your immediate community. 

 
Be sure to review the state and the scoring guide located on DESE’s Instructional Technology 
page at http://www.dese.state.mo.us/divimprove/instrtech/.  You can get assistance with 
developing or writing your technology plan from DESE.  You can also contact Innovative 
Productions, an education technology consulting company based in Kansas City, Missouri. For 
more information contact Ina P. Montgomery 816-356-6140 or email info@innovative-
productions.com 
 
 

 Summer Camps from MOREnet 
--Submitted by Eric Nicklas, Program Manager, K-12 Technology Network Program, MOREnet 
  
MOREnet’s Training group knows how hard it is for school personnel to get away for training 
during the school year. To meet your training needs - and schedule - MOREnet has developed 
summer camps. They have a casual atmosphere, but offer extensive technical information.  
 
Any staff member from districts participating in MOREnet’s Technology Network Program are 
eligible to attend but must register through one of their four designated MOREnet contacts. For 
more information visit the MOREnet website, http://www.more.net/training/, contact 
training@more.net or call (800) 509-6673. 
 
Summer camps begin at 1 p.m. on Mondays and end at noon on Fridays. There is no cost for 
training, but travel costs, including meals and accommodations, are not provided and are the 
participants' responsibility. Reduced hotel rates are available. All Summer Camps are held at 
MOREnet in Columbia. Seating is limited, so register early. 
 
Novell Camp (June 17-21) 
This camp is designed for the beginning Novell network administrator preparing for Novell's CNA 
560 and 770 courses. Students will: 
?? work with local and network file systems  
?? install a NetWare 5.x server  
?? install Client 32 on a Windows 95 workstation  
?? install DNS and DHCP modules  
?? install BorderManager 
 
HTML Camp (June 24-28) 
Learn HTML and how to create a website. Lots of hands-on practice and a disk of your work to 
take home.  
This camp includes:  
?? Beginning HTML  
?? Intermediate HTML  
?? Good Webpage Design  
 
Maintenance Camp (July 8-12) 



Roll up your sleeves and find out what’s in that computer. Learn how make category 5 cables. 
Lots of hands-on work to practice what you learn. 
This camp includes: 
?? Networking 101  
?? Maintaining your LAN  
?? Introduction to PC Hardware  
 
Microsoft Windows 2000 Camp (July 8-12) 
Become familiar with the new features of Windows 2000 Advanced Server! Get hands-on 
experience with new administration tools, snap-ins and Internet Information Services version 5.0. 
The Windows 2000 Camp serves as an excellent precursor to the Microsoft Certified Courses for 
Windows 2000. This introductory camp includes: 
?? Introduction to Windows 2000 Server  
?? Introduction to Windows Internet Information Services 5.0  
?? Microsoft Exchange (tentative)  
  
 
Networking Camp (July 15-19) 
This camp covers all the basics and helps answer fundamental questions about networks. 
This camp includes:  
?? Networking 101  
?? Configuring TCP/IP  
?? Switching vs. Routing  
?? How to Report a Technical Problem  
 

 Travel the Lewis and Clark Trail in Montana 
  
Travel the Lewis and Clark Trail in Montana and participate in a unique cross-cultural exchange 
with Native American schools. 
 
"Through Our Eyes: Native Perspectives on the Lewis and Clark Expedition" is a project designed 
to involve students in researching their tribe's and/or community's perspectives on the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition.  Seven teams of St. Louis and Portland teachers will be partnered with seven 
teams of teachers in BIA-managed schools on Indian reservations along the L&C trail.  Classes 
will exchange information, share their research, and experience cross-cultural discovery.  
Teachers will receive training on the Lewis and Clark trail in western Montana during the last 
week of June, 2002. 
 
Schools will receive professional guidance and technical support during the year-long project.  
While there is no charge for the week of training, travel costs for the workshop are approximately 
$1000 per person and must be covered by participants.  Teachers of grades 7-12 from all 
disciplines are welcome to apply. Deadline is June 3, 2002.   
 
Project partners: The Missouri Historical Society, the Center for Educational Technology in Indian 
America, the Office of Indian Education Programs (Bureau of Indian Affairs), the National Park 
Service, and the Northwest Regional Education Laboratory. 
 
For more information or to apply, please call Tim Grove, Missouri Historical Society, (314) 746-
4447 or email grove@mohistory.org.  OR contact Martha Bogart, Assistant Coordinator, Distance 
Learning, St.Louis Cooperating School (314) 692-1258 or email mbogart@csd.org 
  

 Missouri Distance Learning Association  Annual Conference 
http://www.modla.org/conf_broch_0702.pdf 
 



The Show of Shows Annual Conference and Membership Meeting  
July 29-30 at the Radisson Hotel Branson. 
 
Presentations from: 
?? Christine Dalziel, Executive Director of the Instructional Telecommunications Council in 

Washington D.C., 
?? Judith Hancock, Arts4All, New York City, a provider of digital Arts and Arts Education content 

to K-20 educational institutions,  
?? Dr. Garry McDaniels, Chief of Research and Evaluation, US Dept of Education, 
?? A host of sessions from practitioners from Missouri, Oklahoma and Iowa. 
 
Did we mention 20+ vendors and door prizes?  All this for $60! 
 
If you are looking for information about distance learning practices, possibilities or products, then 
this is the place to start! 
Register now at http://www.modla.org/conf_broch_0702.pdf 
 
 

  Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Grant 
 
Program: Improving Literacy Through School Libraries  
Authorization:  ESEA Title I, Part B, Subpart 4 
Amount available for awards in FY 2002:  $12.5 million 
Estimated Number of Awards:  75 
 
Eligible Applicants:  Local educational agencies in which 20 percent of students served are from 
families with incomes below the poverty line.  View the information including eligible school 
districts http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/LSL/grant.html  
 
Program Purpose and Description:  To provide competitive grants to local educational agencies 
to improve student achievement by upgrading school libraries and media centers, and the skills of 
school library media specialists. 
 
Projected date for publication of application notice:  Late May 2002 
Projected application deadline:  Late July 2002 
Projected date for announcement of awards:  September 27, 2002 
OESE Contacts:  Margaret McNeely, 202-260-1335 or email  Margaret.mcneely@ed.gov 
                           Beth Fine, 202-260-1091 or email beth.fine@ed.gov 
 
 

ISTE Administrators Book for Planning, Managing Ed Tech 
--by Jack Buchanan, Director, membership Services 
 
ISTE’s leadership resource book, “Making Technology Work For You—A Guide For School 
Administrators” by Susan Brooks-Young, is now available with special prices for members and 
bulk buyers. 
 
Colleagues will find: 

--extensive references and resources for each NETS*A standard 
--specific sections for curriculum and technology coordinators, library media specialists, and 
staff development professionals 
--easy-to-follow charts and tables with detailed task assignments 
--more information and a free excerpt at http://www.iste.org 



--easy ordering online http://www.iste.org/bookstore or by calling Membership Services at 1-
800-336-519 
 

 

 KCPT Teacherline Grant Project 
--Submitted by Kitty Collins, KCPT  
 
Kansas City Public Television (KCPT) has received Eisenhower grant funding from the Missouri 
Coordinating Board of Higher Education to implement the project, “TeacherLine:  Integrating 
Mathematics and Technology.”  This project was designed specifically to work with Missouri K-8 
math educators and requires the participants to: 
 

1. Attend a 6-hour TeacherLine training at one of the following sites: 
--June 24, 2002 at Blue Springs South High School, Blue Springs, MO 
--July 9, 2002 at Clinton Technical School, Clinton, MO 
--July 31, 2002 at North Kansas Antioch Middle School, Kansas City, MO 

 
2. Participate in the Virtual Mathematics Academy, an online learning environment 

designed to help math educators define, explore, plan implement, and reflect on the 
6 math teaching principles of the NCTM. 

 
3. Participate in an online learning module, “Shaping Up:  Teaching Geometry Using 

Technology.”  During this module the participants will create and implement into their 
classroom, a standards-based mini-unit that integrates technology into the teaching 
of geometry. 

 
4. Choose an NCTM algebra objective to design an interactive activity around, 

implement it in their classroom, and write a descriptive vignette about the experience 
that will be later posted on a web site. 

 
The project period is from June 2002 through May 2003.  Participants that complete the required 
work will receive a stipend of $200.  They also have the option of receiving 3 graduate credit 
hours, continuing education units, or career ladder hours.   
 
To register for this project, complete the online enrollment form at:  
www.chalkwaves.org/teacherline/enroll.eisenhower.html 
To receive more detailed information about the project, contact Gena Wiggins at 
gena_wiggins@kcpt.org or 816-756-3580 ext.4321. 
 

 
Rural School on Cutting Edge of Technology 

--Submitted by Brent Hillsman, Technology Coordinator, El Dorado Springs R-2 
 

Rural School on Cutting Edge of Technology 
Parents Have Internet Access to Student Grades 

 
People shop on the Internet, bank on it, and now they can keep up with their student’s grades on 
it with a program in use at the El Dorado Springs R-2 School District in El Dorado Springs, 
Missouri. 
 
With the system, parents of the district are issued user ids and passwords that allow them to 
check on their student’s progress at anytime.  Teachers record student grades into an electronic 
gradebook which connects to the district’s web server.  Immediately after the grades are posted, 
they are available for students and their parents to view.  Other information available to logged in 



users are the high school bulletin, email addresses of teachers, request for progress reports by 
email and lunch account balances in the elementary school. 
 
The high school and middle school began offering the access to parents last school year. The 
system was expanded to the elementary school this year. 
 
In addition to issuing parent’s access, user ids and passwords are also issued to the students so 
they can keep track of their progress.  User statistics from a recent month-long report indicate 
that nearly half of the student records in the district were accessed by either the parents or the 
students. 
 
Teachers report increased communication with parents.  First, parents have access to the 
information at any time and second, they have email opportunities to communicate with the 
teachers at their convenience. 
 
Students were hesitant about the online grades at first but now seem to like to see what the 
teacher has recorded in the gradebook.  The access makes for better, more accurate 
gradekeeping since students can verify that assignments were received by the teacher. 
 
The online grades are just another way technology is being used in education in El Dorado 
Springs. For more information contact Brent Hillsman at cer002@mail.connect.more.net or all 
417-876-3112 x 266. 
 
 

 Missouri Schools and Programs in the News 
 
North Nodaway, North Kansas City and Ridge Meadows Elementary School in the Rockwood 
School District 
North Nodaway, North Kansas City and Rockwood School Districts were among those honored 
recently by US Secretary of Education Rod Paige for having exemplary staff development 
programs.  The three schools were formally recognized at the US Department of Education’s 
annual “Improving America’s Schools’ Conference in San Antonia, Texas. Congratulations! 
 
Linn State Technical College 
TechLearning News recently recognized Missouri’s Linn State Technical College for offering a 
new Technology Coordinator degree option designed to address issues surrounding rural teacher 
education and the appropriate application of technology.  The 18-month program combines on-
campus training with a year long paid internship in a rural Missouri school district. Visit 
TechLEARNING.com for the full story: http://www.techlearning.com/content/ednews 
 
MOREnet 
Jennifer Kuehnle has been invited to attend a SMART technologies End-User Conference in 
Calgary on July 18-20.  She will share what she learns with other staff. 
 
Monica Beglau will represent Missouri and the eMINTS program on a panel presentation at 
NECC.  She will speak on DESE’s behalf at the State Educational Technology Directors 
Association sessions. 
 
The eMINTS program will be featured at ThinkQuest Live in Seattle on July 18-22.  The program 
will showcase how teachers are learning to use technology to improve teaching and learning. 
 
 

  Learning With Technology 
--Featuring  Fulton 58, Moniteau Co. R-VI and Brook field R-III 
 



Fulton 58 
Bartley Elementary received the TLCF grant notification in February 2001.  In the short time 
between then and now a world of change has taken place!  Let’s talk about the physical changes 
first.  In each of the third and fourth grade classrooms, we now have twelve iMac computers, a 
SmartBoard and projector, digital camera, scanner, and teacher workstation.  We have become 
accustomed to people stopping outside of our classrooms staring in disbelief at the amount of 
technology in our rooms.  It has become a large motivating factor for the second grades.  They 
just can’t wait to get to third grade to work on the computers.  This is not to say that the other 
classes have not had access to the technology.  The second grade class go next door for a 
variety of language arts and math activities.  The teacher says that using the technology is a 
great way to introduce topics.  The second grade also uses the computers for fast and reliable 
reading diagnostic test using the Star Reading program.  Before we became “computer rich” it 
would take days to get all of the students rotated through the computer.  Now we can have all of 
the students evaluated in twenty minutes.  Third grade students have written newsletters that are 
summative of chapters they have studied in science and social studies classes.  They have also 
created PowerPoint presentations of their spelling words.  Fourth grade students have used the 
word processors to create brochures and research papers that most high school students would 
be envious of. 
 
The students are not the only ones to have access to the technology.  Bartley recently hosted a 
series of adult tech classes.  The topics included keyboarding, MicroSoft Word, creating 
PowerPoint presentations, and navigating on the Internet.  There was an overwhelming response 
to the newspaper article from the community.  In fact the sessions were scheduled to conclude at 
8:00 pm each evening, but they frequently lasted until 9:00 pm!  One of the participants 
commented, “I’m on a roll here!  I don’t want to leave yet.” 
 
The students, parents, and staff have come a long way technologically in the past year.  The 
TLCF grant has become a huge factor in our lives.  There is no turning back, and who wants to 
with all of the fantastic technology at our disposal! For more information contact Crystal Church at 
crystal1_church@fulton.k12.mo.us 
 
Moniteau Co. R-VI 
Tipton Elementary students have been very fortunate to benefit from TLCF funds which have 
integrated technology in their everyday learning.  Funds from the grant purchased computers, 
Internet wiring, software, and training for the teachers.  Everyone has benefited from the 
technological advances made possible through the TLCF grant. 
 
Teachers can now enhance classroom instruction with the aid of the new computers, software, 
and accessability to the Internet available in the lab.  The computer lab now contains 21 
computers that have Internet access.  Before the grant was received, students had to share a 
computer when completing research tasks or online assignments.  Now each individual student 
has their own computer, allowing for twice as much computer time.   
 
Students have computer lab scheduled each week which includes a variety of projects.  At the 
beginning of the school year, students use Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing, a program purchased 
with TLCF funds, to improve typing efficiency and keyboard accuracy.  This program starts by 
introducing home row keys to students.  As a student makes progress, additional keys are 
introduced increasing their key proficiency.  The program also tracks a student’s progress by 
keeping a record of their key proficiency and a summary of their practice sessions. Typing skills 
become valuable when completing other computer lab projects. 
 
One project that has been well received by both students and parents was a PowerPoint 
presentation completed for the Open House.  Each class designed a group PowerPoint as a way 
to introduce their class to their parents.  Each student was required to design two slides to be 
included in the group presentations.  On the first slide, each student used work art to place their 
name on the slide, then, they inserted their image taken by the digital camera, onto the slide.  



Pictures were taken using the digital camera.  The second slide consisted of four pictures 
selected from clip art and four samples of word art.  Each student placed a picture of their favorite 
food, animal, sport, and any favorite they selected.  Then using word art they identified each 
favorite. Each student was encouraged to change the color and designs to make the slides 
pleasing to viewers.  Custom animation was placed on all pieces of art.  After the slide show was 
finished, each class voted on a CD selection to play in the background of their show.  The 
presentations were recorded to video tapes and presented at Open House. 
 
Tipton Elementary students are thankful for the TLCF funds to make their learning easier and 
prepare them for the future.  Teachers will continue to receive training in areas they need 
assistance.  We will continue improving learning and teaching as we begin the second year of our 
grant.  For more information contact Ellen Twyman at dhr009@mail.connect.more.net 
 
Brookfield R-III 
Brookfield R-III School District’s TLCF grant “Technology and Reading—A Winning Combination” 
started us along the technological race to achieve resources, provide training, and develop a 
synergistic enthusiasm for our elementary staff.  This grant provided the much needed technology 
resources, such as document cameras, digital cameras, computers, SmartBoards and projectors, 
and laser printers as basic essential hardware for teachers and students to meet the project 
goals.  Each teacher in grades 3 and 4 received over 40 hours of training through monthly group 
sessions focusing on the necessary hardware.  Inservices were given on the integration of 
technology. These teachers worked diligently to learn the new technology and incorporate it into 
their lesson plans and curriculum.  In a survey of our third, fourth, an fifth grade teachers, 100% 
of the teachers identified the need for inservice training to integrate technology into the classroom 
forming a baseline establishing both the knowledge and use of technological resources.  To use 
these tools, teachers need a vision of their potential, an opportunity to apply them, training, just-
in-time support, and a time to experiment.  With this foundation, teachers became informed and 
fearless in their use of new technology.  Even though the grant was approved late January, 2001, 
our teachers hit the ground running in the race to put technology to use in their classrooms before 
school was out. 
 
One of the most successful activities occurred at the Elementary Grandparent’s Day in May 2001.  
All grant teachers incorporated technology into their lessons with the integration of digital 
cameras, as well as other hardware.  In most classes the students were taking pictures of their 
grandparents and incorporating them into multimedia presentations while their grandparents 
watched in awe.  Teachers had created multimedia presentations through the use of PowerPoint 
involving use of the SmartBoards that required student-grandparent participation. 
 
Another successful activity occurred when each grade 3-4 teacher presented a short mini-lesson 
to the entire elementary faculty displaying ways that each was integrating technology into their 
daily lesson plans.  The faculty “traveled” through the grant classrooms with each teacher 
presenting a quick lesson.  Their fellow teachers were impressed with the technology and the 
expedient way it was being incorporated into their daily lessons (plus, they were a little envious!) 
 
Training and Learner Activi ties--Tech Camp was held for all participating teachers by the 
Instructional Technology Team for a two-day workshop in late May 2001 to formulate further 
integration of technology.  The eMINTS coordinator for the Northeast Region presented a 
morning workshop on effective integration of the SmartBoard and utilization of WebQuests and 
other Internet sites into their lesson plans.  She introduced teaching strategies to help teachers 
incorporate technology into their thematic units.  In an afternoon session, a representative of Ken-
a-Vision demonstrated many techniques and uses of the document/projection cameras that had 
been purchased through the grant.  Teachers then constructed thematic units in their respective 
curriculums integrating technology.  Tech Camp was the link that allowed our first year grant 
participants to showcase their ideas in implementing technology into their respective curriculum 
while instilling enthusiasm into our second year grant participants.  Tech Camp was a resounding 
success for all grant participants. 



 
Year Two of the grant finds our fifth grade teachers continuing from tech camp right into their 
classroom working with all the available resources and experiencing further professional 
development.  Their enthusiasm has spread to the students as they work with the SmartBoards, 
digital cameras, digital video camera, and document cameras.  As one passes by their rooms, 
one is apt to see students leading discussions through PowerPoint presentations, science 
lessons being conducted through the use of a document camera, and digital pictures in 
classrooms and hallways capturing everyday activities.  Student motivation continues to grow as 
confidence with technology broadens.  In this 21st century, it is difficult to imagine what students 
would be doing today if technology were not available.  For more information about this grant 
project contact Ed Moore at wex005@mail.connect.more.net 
 
 

  Interactive Distance Learning in Action 
 
CMO-net almost didn’t happen. In 1994, school administrators in east central Missouri realized 
they needed to increase their course offerings to provide their students with the quality education 
they deserved. They met and discussed a variety of solutions. Discussions and meetings led to 
investigating Interactive Television options. After considering a wide variety of technologies and 
talking to other consortiums, the fledgling consortium submitted a grant proposal in 1996. 
Although that proposal to fund the network was the highest scoring proposal in that year’s 
Interactive Distance Learning grant competition, the consortium ran into problems when several 
of the original districts had to drop out due to financial constraints. The remaining districts could 
not afford to install and support the proposed wireless tower system on their own, even with the 
grant funding. But Charlotte Baker, then superintendent of Community R-VI in Laddonia, was not 
about to give up. She quickly went back to the drawing board and drafted a proposal for a new 
group of districts to connect via phone lines. The proposal again included the three CMO-net 
goals: 
?? To use technology to explore, prepare for, and seek post secondary educational and /or job 

opportunities 
?? To use technology to increase professional development opportunities for new and 

experienced staff members, and  
?? To use technology to provide an increasing number of activities specialized trainings, 

workshop and college credit classes for parent and patron populations.  
The grant proposal again received the highest score in the competition. This time, CMO-net was 
on its way.  
 
Despite having to coordinate services between 6 districts and 5 Local Area Telephone 
companies, deal with power surges and lightning strikes that kept technicians busy the first year, 
the network would grow to eventually offer high school Latin I, II and III, French I, II and III, 
college Sociology, American Literature, Exposition, Western Civilization I, American History, 
Geology, Trigonometry, Public Speaking, College Algebra, Freshman English, General 
Psychology, World Geography and Atmospheric Science. The network also made available 
professional development and adult classes such as staff development trainings, adult education 
classes, Little Dixie Conference Superintendent and Principal meetings and of course CMOnet 
meetings. 
 
The benefits of these six districts, Southern Boone, Boone County R-IV, South Callaway, North 
Callaway, Harrisburg and Community joining together can be counted and quantified, but there 
are other benefits for the students besides grades and credits. Perhaps this can be best 
illustrated by the following report. “A student and parent of Community R-VI had the unique 
opportunity of taking a college class together…Students have discovered they can be friends with 
students in other districts and not just be rivals at athletic competitions. Students are able to 
experience having classes with people who are not their high school classmates. Students attend 
various district activities to be able to meet their classmates from other consortium schools. Even 



teachers have received words of praise. The Latin instructor was shocked on Saturday at Wal-
Mart when he saw a young man pulling his mother towards him. He quickly realized he was one 
of his students from a receiving district. The young man proudly introduced the teacher to his 
mother. Words of praise, thanks and admiration followed from the parent. She told the teacher 
how glad and thankful they were that he was teaching Latin for all the students in the consortium. 
She told him that her son would have never had the opportunity to take Latin in high school if he 
had not taught the class through I-TV. Acquaintances, friendships and learning now extend 
beyond district boundaries for students in the CMO-net consortium.”  For more information 
contact the Community R-VI School District at (573) 492-6223. 
 
 

  Copyright Question of the Month 
 

Q.  May the school chorus, band, orchestra, etc. give a free annual concert open to the 
public? 

   
A.   Yes This is permissible if the works to be performed are purely musical, the concert is 
given without any purpose of commercial advantage, and the students are not paid. 

  
  Mark Your Calendar  

 
June 1 Newsline published online 
5-6 Title II D eMINTS Grant Reading  (SuccessLink, Jefferson City, MO) 
25 Newsline articles due 
  

July 1 Newsline published online 
4 Independence Day—State Holiday 
 25 Newsline articles due 

 
 

  Upcoming 2002 Conferences 
 

June 17-19 Teaching and Learning Conference 
Holiday Inn Select, Columbia, MO 

June 17-19 NECC 2002:  Nexus in Texas 
San Antonia, Texas 
http://www.neccsite.org 

July 9 RPDC Tech-“Knowledge”-y –Region V Technology Expo 200 
Ramada Inn, St. Joseph, MO 

July 9-30 MODLA Conference   
Radison Hotel,  Branson, MO 
www.modla.org 

July 10 RPDC Tech-“Knowledge”-y –Region V Technology Expo 2002 
Hillyard Technical Center, St. Joseph, MO 

July 17-18 MCREL Reading Institute—Teaching Reading in the Content Areas  
Ramada Inn, St. Joseph, MO 
(800) 663-3348 

July 29-31 McREL Rural Technology Institute  
Omaha, NE 
http://www.mcrel.org/rt 

October 6-8 Missouri Educational Technology Conference 
Tan-Tar-A, Osage Beach, MO 
Missouri Research and Education Network 
Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education 



Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education 
October 13-15 Joint Iowa ASCD ITEC Conference 

Des Moines, IA 
www.itec-ia.org   

 
 

  From the Mailbag 
 
Intel Teach to the Future 
http://www.intel.com/education/teach/index.htm 
 
CSD and New Links to New Learning wants to alert you to a free program for teachers called Intel 
Teach to the Future.  This program is a train-the-trainer model and requires participating 
schools/school districts to commit to providing a computer lab with at least 20 PCs and Microsoft 
products (Office and Publisher) installed.  In turn, Intel will provide 40 hours of free technology 
training to what they are calling "master" teachers.  If your school or district cannot provide 20 
teachers, you can combine with other schools/districts.  The training will be done over the 
summer for 5 consecutive days 8:00-4:00 each day. Participating teachers must commit to recruit 
and train 10 more teachers when they return to their buildings. Also, each teacher must have at 
least one Internet-connected PC in their classroom.  
 
Intel Teach to the Future is a worldwide initiative to provide teachers with the skills to effectively 
integrate computer technology into existing curriculum to improve student learning.  Over three 
years, Intel will invest $100 million to train more than 400,000 classroom teachers in 20 countries 
around the world, 100,000 of which will be in the U.S. This is a philanthropic effort by Intel and is 
NOT associated with product sales. However, each participating teacher has the option of 
purchasing one high-end PC computer that is discounted to $750.  Also, Intel will provide 
SMARTboard for teaching purposes in the lab if one does not already exist, and at the end of the 
training, there will be drawing, and one of the teachers will win it. 
 
The Intel Teach to the Future curriculum is focused on 10, 2 hour modules. As they work through 
the curriculum, teachers create unit portfolios that include a sample student multimedia 
presentation, web site, and publication as well as evaluation tools to assess the learning, student 
support and management documents, and an implementation plan.  Teachers walk away from 
the training with a finished product that they can use with their students. The names of the 
modules are as follows: 
 
#1 Getting Started 
#2 Locating Resources for Unit Portfolios 
#3 Creating Student Multimedia Presentations 
#4 Creating Student Publications 
#5 Creating Unit Support Materials 
#6 Creating Student Web Sites 
#7 Creating Teacher Support Materials 
#8 Putting Unit Portfolios Together 
#9 Showcasing Unit Portfolios 
#10 Developing Plans for Implementation 
 
For more information, go to http://www.intel.com/education/teach/index.htm  
The Intel contact is: Debbie Candau 
Project Coordinator - Intel® Teach to the Future 
Institute of Computer Technology 
Phone 707-766-9896 
Fax 707-766-6070  
dcandau@ict.org 



 
 
Ed Tech Leaders of the Year Program 
http://www.techlearning.com/content/contest/etloy/index.html 
 
Calling all teachers, technology coordinators, and administrators! Technology & Learning is now 
accepting entries for its 2002 Education Technology Leaders of the Year program.  Our mission: 
to honor educators who have exhibited leadership, vision, and creativity in using technology to 
advance teaching and learning.  Entry forms are available at the web site listed above.   
Deadline:  October 1st. 
 
District Service Option 
www.edumatch.com 
 
This free service will match your state’s curriculum standards to over 4,000 curriculum software 
titles and give district administrators unprecedented control over the acquisition process.  Districts 
that subscribe to the edumatch District Service Option get a revolutionary new tool for complying 
with state curriculum standards and a system of checks and balances for controlling district 
spending on software. 
 
North Dakota Schools Receive Free Grade-Tracking Software 
http://www.eschoolnews.org/resources/funding/ 
 
Web-based computer software that helps keep closer tabs on their students’ grades, attendance, 
and coursework will be distributed to schools throughout North Dakota after an extensive and 
sometimes frustrating tryout in the Bismarck school system.  For the complete story, visit the web 
address listed. 
 
Latino Culture  
http://www.thirteen.org. Select “Ed Online”, then the title of the lesson plan 
 
Two new standards-based lesson plans that use multimedia to engage elementary and high 
school students with Latino culture. 
Latino Contributions to American Culture, grades 3-5 
In this standards-based humanities lesson, students explore the contributions of Latinos by 
researching individual’s contributions to American culture.  The lesson culminates in the creation 
of an artistic piece representing Latino achievements. 
 
Grappling With Identity in Latino Poetry, grades 9-12 
In this language arts lesson, students explore the experience of by looking at the nation’s 
demographics, and reading how this has made an impact on American media.  After becoming 
aware of some of the issues surrounding Latino’s students read a collection of poems on the 
subject, written by Latino writers.  In the end student reflect on what they’ve learned by creating a 
multimedia collage. 
 
Central for Applied Research in Educational Technology 
http://caret.iste.org/index.cfm  
 
Keeping up with the ever-changing technology landscape is an impossibility and a necessity. To 
help educators keep up with policy shaping research, the Center for Applied Research in 
Educational Technology (CARET) has been established. Here educators can “seek out what 
research says on critical and frequently asked questions in education.” The free CARET web site 
provides access to research for planning, procurement and implementation of technology in 
schools. The CARET staff prepares answers to specific questions using research literature and 



provides their findings and a literature summary. The free site incorporates new questions and 
new studies as they become available.  
 
Synchrologic 
http://www.synchrologic.com 
 
Thinking about wireless communications for your district? Synchrologic has made available 
several white papers to help you make intelligent decisions about your wireless future.  
 
Educators Seeks Balance Between Books and Computers  
http://edlines.hprtec.org/article.php?ArtId=338 
 
For an interesting discussion on the age-old argument check out Educators Seeks Balance 
Between Books and Computers  
 
OnTarget 
http://edlines.hprtec.org/article.php?ArtId=319 
 
A new Web site, OnTarget is allowing educators, parents, administrators and policymakers to 
compare schools in districts and cities around the nation. The data includes computer-to-student 
ratio, Internet access statistics, and how computers are being used in the classroom.  Find out 
how data is making a difference in technology funding efforts.  
 
Strategic Planning: Lessons Learned from a Big-Business District 
http://www.techlearning.com/db_area/archives/TL/2002/05/editor.html 
 
Even if your district isn’t a multi million-dollar enterprise, there are still some tips all districts can 
learn from the largest. Check out the key points from one of the largest districts on the east coast. 
Strategic Planning: Lessons Learned from a Big-Business District” 
  
Bouncing Back: Jobs, Skills and the Continuing Demand for IT Workers  
http://www.itaa.org 
 
Do your students want to know what skills IT employers are looking for? Information Technology 
Association of America releases Bouncing Back: Jobs, Skills and the Continuing Demand for IT 
Workers.  Since 1997, ITAA’s studies have provided the nation’s most comprehensive analysis of 
IT workforce trends. The report this year features statistics on demand, gap, skills development, 
and worker retention.  
 
Active Learning 
http://www.publiceducation.org/pubs/pub_cal.htm 
 
Active Learning makes all the difference in motivation middle school students to learn and think in 
new ways. The May issue of FoCAL Points offers tips form inspirational teachers. Check out 
these lessons to spur your thinking about projects to get your students excited about learning.   
 
Small Works: Virtues of Small Schools  
http://www.ruralchallengepolicy.org/rr_v3no2.html#small 
 
This article examines three small schools and gathers anecdotal evidence to identify the 
characteristics of those schools that can help explain why small works – and that small, rural 
schools are worth saving.  
 
Staff Development 
http://www.nsdc.org/library/jsd/schmoker232.html 
 



Is your staff development program complicated and disappointing? Read this article from Mike 
Schmoker from the Journal of Staff Development that describes ways teachers and staff 
development specialists can improve student achievement, despite demographic disadvantages 
and a history of low achievement.   
 
 

  Internet Sites of Interest 
 
Flag Day—June 14 
TeacherVision:  Flag Day Activities 
http://www.teachervision.com/lesson-plans/lesson-6620.phtml 
  
 ChildFun’s Flag Day Themes 
http://childfun.com/themes/flag.shtml 
 
The Holiday Zone:  Flag Day 
http://www.theholidayzone.com/flag/index.html 
 
Betsy Ross Homepage 
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/ 
 
The United States Flag Page 
http://www.usflag.org/ 
  
World Juggling Day—June 15 
Juggling Information Service 
http://www.juggling.org 
 
International Jugglers’ Association (IJA) 
http://wjd.juggle.org/02index.php 
 
Juggling Lessons 
http://www.geocities.com/jugglingschool/Lessons.html 
 
Juggling Basics 
http://www.twjc.co.uk/tutorials.html#basics 
 
Father’s Day—June 16 
Father’s Day and Kids Domain 
http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/dad 
 
Father’s Day on the Net 
http://www.billybear4kids.com/holidays/father/dad.htm 
 
Geography 
Geo-Globe:  Interactive Geography 
http://library.thinkquest.org/10157/ 
 
Geography4Kids 
http://www.geography4kids.com/ 
 
Funbrain.com Where is that? 
http://www.funbrain.com/where/ 
 
The US50-A guide to the fifty states 



http://www.theus50.com 
 
SmartBoard 
http://www.hpsd48.ab.ca/hpe/smartboard.html 
This site has ideas for using a SmartBoard. 
 
eThemes 
Literature: "Koala Lou" by Mem Fox 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000660.html  
These sites have suggested activities for the book "Koala Lou" and biographies on author Mem 
Fox. Includes an audio file of the author reading the book aloud. There are also links to eThemes 
Resources on koala bears, Australia, and the Olympics. 
 
Animals: Koalas 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000656.html  
These sites include many facts about koalas, including their diet, behavior, and habitat. Find out 
why they should not be called "koala bears." Includes movies, audio files, a Webcam, and online 
quizzes and games. There are also links to eThemes Resources on Australia and "Koala Lou." 
 
Grammar: Verb Tenses 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000671.html  
These sites explain the different verb tenses and provide examples on how to use them. The 
tenses include present, past, future, present perfect, past perfect, future perfect, present 
progressive, past progressive, and future progressive. Test your knowledge by completing the 
numerous interactive quizzes. There are also links to eThemes Resources on regular and 
irregular verbs. 
 
Jokes and Riddles 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000669.html  
This is a collection of sites with kid-friendly humor. Includes jokes, riddles, and brain teasers. 
Some sites let you submit your own jokes to be published online. 
 
Animals: Frogs, Snails, and Fiddler Crabs 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000668.html  
This resource contains information on frogs, snails, and fiddler crabs. Students will learn about 
the habitat of each, along with how to care for them in captivity. Includes interactive games, 
activities, and videos. There are also links to eThemes Resources on animal adaptations. 
 
Australia 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000383.html  
These sites have information about Australia, including its animals, geography, climate, and 
history. Includes photos, maps, quizzes and games, plus a virtual tour of the Sydney Opera 
House and a live Webcam that you can control. Also includes links to eThemes Resources on 
koalas and the Olympics. 
 
Alaska 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000673.html  
Learn more about the state of Alaska, including its history and symbols, native inhabitants and 
their languages, sports, food, and music. Includes a list of recommended books about the state. 
Zoom in on 360-degree photos, watch short videos, or look through a photo gallery. Listen to 
audio files of the state song and other traditional music, plus hear the proper pronunciation of 
native words. Includes links to eThemes Resources on the Iditarod, northern lights, and the 
Arctic. 
 
Country: Brazil 



http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000679.html  
These sites are about the South American country of Brazil. Learn about its culture, history, 
language, geography, animals, and the Amazon. There are first-hand reports about what it's like 
to be a child growing up in Brazil. Includes maps, photographs, audio files of Brazilian music, and 
live images from Webcams. 
 
Country: France 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000677.html  
Learn more about the country of France and its culture, geography, holidays, language, regions, 
and more. Take virtual tours of the Palace of Versailles, the Eiffel Tower, and the famous Louvre 
Museum. Includes royalty-free images, 360-degree panoramic views, a live Webcam you can 
control, and lots of factual information, plus a list of recommended children's books about France. 
An eThemes Resource on the Statue of Liberty, a gift from France, is included. 
 
Country: India 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000672.html  
These sites have information about India's history, geography, language, culture, animals, and 
art. Listen to audio files to hear sounds of Indian musical instruments. Also includes maps, many 
photographs, and some videos. 
 
Country: Jamaica  
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000676.html  
Learn all about Jamaica, including its resources, land, customs, government, and more. Listen to 
reggae music and learn about author Claude McKay. Includes maps, photos, and a short quiz. 
 
Country: Madagascar 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000681.html  
Learn about the island of Madagascar, which lies east of the African mainland. Topics include the 
culture, economy, environment, food, and more. There are online games, photographs, recipes, 
and ideas for classroom activities. 
 
Country: Philippines 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000674.html  
Learn more about the Philippines and its geography, history, and culture. Find out about the 
woman who serves as the country's president. There is also information about the country's 
endangered animals, plus some popular folktales. 
 
Espionage and Spies 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000688.html  
These sites focus on espionage and the lives of some famous spies. Test your skill at breaking 
codes, take a video tour of a spy museum, and view photos of real objects used by spies. 
Includes information about recent espionage incidents, text of the official Espionage Act of 1918, 
documents from actual espionage cases, and several online games. Also learn about the FBI, the 
CIA, and the Secret Service. 
 
Immigration: Ellis Island 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000689.html  
Find out what the immigration process was like for the 12 million people who passed through Ellis 
Island. There are virtual tours complete with historical photos, audio files of immigrants discussing 
their experiences, and videos about the immigration process. Also includes timelines, primary 
documents, and simulations in which students choose a particular immigrant and then learn 
his/her fate. Includes a link to an eThemes Resource on the Statue of Liberty. 
 
Habitat: Overview 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000050.html  



This resource includes the different ecosystems on our planet. Find out how these biomes differ 
and what characteristics make them unique. Includes eThemes Resources on specific habitats 
plus one on animal food chains. 
 
Habitat: Ponds and Lakes 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000686.html  
These sites focus on ponds and lakes. Find out what plants and animals thrive in these 
ecosystems. Includes a story about a frog living in a pond, tips on pond dipping, and a 
mathematical formula for calculating the surface acreage of ponds. There is also an online 
booklet of tips for managing a Missouri pond. 
 
Habitat: Forests 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000683.html  
These sites are about deciduous, coniferous, and taiga forests and their ecosystems. Includes 
photos of these forests, plus information about the climate, animals, and plants that are particular 
to each forest type. Find out where in the world these forests are located. Includes a link to an 
eThemes resource on Arbor Day. 
 
Habitat: Wetlands 
http://emints.more.net/ethemes/resources/S00000687.html  
Read about the different types of wetlands (swamps, marshes, and bogs) and find out why these 
habitats are in danger of disappearing. Learn more about the climate and what plants and 
animals make up this ecosystem. Includes many photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


